MORLEY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION – NEWS

Dawn Lockwood       Secretary Morley School Association

During the spring we held two very successful events

Friday 28th March  at Morley Hayes was the date for our Barn Dance.  All tickets were sold and the dancing and food were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. Many thanks to Andrew Allsop for providing the meal and use of the Pavillion facilities.

On Thursday 20th March, after school had ended, we had our celebration of Easter event.  There were competitions for decorated eggs, cards, hats and a chocolate making, treasure hunt plus lots more.

SUMMER FAYRE

We are now looking forward to our Summer Fayre. This will take place at 3.30pm at school on Friday 27th June  All the usual stalls will be available plus an opportunity to “SOAK” Mr Jackson.  This was very popular with the children this year.  Do come along and join in the fun.  We haven’t had a good response to our  hunt for raffle prizes this year, so if you can help by donating a prize, and supporting the school please give me a ring.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Your local Amber Valley MP                                                              JudyMallaber

Your local Erewash MP                                                                       Liz Blackman

Your local County Councillor                                                                  Carol Hart

Your local Borough  Councillor                                                           Eileen Knight

Your Parish Councillors

Chrissie Hall                      Chair.                                                          01332 881795
John Queenborough         Vice-chair.                                                   01332881927

Tony Daykin                                                                                           01332 880180

Andy Twigge                                                                                           01332 831157                 

Mo Hickling                                                                                            01332 832537

John Last                                                                                                01332 834703

Alan Draycott                         Clerk                                                      0115 9324796

…………………………………………………………………………………………
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Morley Parish Council

Communication from the Chair.              John Queenborough

By now every household in the Parish should have received a copy  of the Approved Parish Plan. The reasons for the production of the plan are set out in the introduction, so there is no reason for me to repeat its value. However there has been one or two dissenting voices. Some people are of the opinion that the whole excercise has been a waste of time and money. It is to those people that I offer the following explanation. 

Morley Parish Council started  the project with a Parish Appraisal which cost in the region of £300. This was funded out of the parish precept, that means that Morley parishoners paid for it through the Council Tax system.You may also have noticed that the parish rate has remained relatively stable for a number of years now. This has been possible, mainly by the windfall of £4,000 which the Parish Council received as a result of negotiating access across the Common Land on Morley Moor.

The appraisal has been a valuable tool for the Parish Council in finding out what residents need. 

The comment was “Waste of time”. Waste of time for whom? I am sure that the volunteers who took part did not think that they were wasting their time. Presumably they would not have taken part if they had.

“Waste of public money” is echoed around the country every minute of the day and most of the time with good reason, with government to local councils being the main recipients of those accusations. 

It is too early to tell whether or not the document was a waste of money. It depends largely what the ‘Higher Authority’ does with it. Only time will tell.

I can only explain how you personally, through your pocket, will be affected. 

The cost of producing the plan was acquired through the DALC, so no direct cost to you at this point. But it is still public money and it has to come from somewhere. Quite true, but it is spread over many thousands of people in much the same way as many other grants, so you are contributing, but the amount is infinitessimal. If the Morley PC had provided the funds the cost to a Band D property would have been an extra £6 on the parish rate. 

I hope that this explanation helps the dissenters, and I hope that anyone who has a question on parish finances and how we spend your money, will please ring me or any councillor or write to the Morley Mirror.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

FLY-TIPPING 

Derbyshire County Council are using new techniques in forensic science to trace and catch fly-tippers. If you spot rubbish dumped in your area, or see someone fly-tipping please ring Derbyshire County Council on 08456 048 058 to report it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Brackley Gate News                                             Councillor   John Queenborough    

Those of you who have walked down Lower Brackley Gate will have noticed some remedial work being carried out to the road surface on the steep section adjacent to Peter Kana’s house. I have been informed that the repairs are for safety reasons only and will be kept to a minimum. I suggested to the DCC officers that any repairs to that section would encourage through traffic which no-one wants, not even the County Council. I asked them to consider the erection of a bollard just below Peter’s entrance and redesigning the road as a bridleway with vehicular access. They agreed to talk to their solicitors to see if that was viable.

I have received many complaints relating to mountain bikers in Moor Woods, particularly as they are building structures  as a necessary part of that sport. I have written to Erewash Borough Council Enforcement Officers asking them to take another look at the problem on the grounds of disturbance to a wildlife site, unauthorised development and safety.

I have been asked to investigate the reasons for the felling of three large oak trees  adjacent to the golf course in Moor Woods.

Congratulations to Kath and David Hardman, newcomers to Brackley Gate, who scooped the first prize at Crufts for the Heel Work to Music event. They also won first prize for for the international event  representing Great Britain  and followed that up the following day by being interviewed on Good Morning TV. I refer of course to their three collies, which I believe are known as Dancing Dogs. It appears that Kath and David are carrying on the tradition  of winning prizes with our canine friends at No. 1. Many of you will recall my quivering pen reporting in the Parish Magazine the exploits of Sedge, a former incumbent  at the kennels there, who used to take the shows by storm – literaly. I can report that Sedge is still fit and well although a bit long in the tooth. He is still able to give his usual greeting by pinning you to the floor. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Doggy Poos
On a ‘sour’ note,  Mark Toms and his staff, when planting wild flowers, shrubs and trees, found many deposits of dog excrement on some of the Morley verges, which made planting rather unpleasant.   To ensure the best possible survival rate for our plants, and to comply with the law regarding this problem, would dog walkers, on reading this, please remember to clean up after their pets in future.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

What a Spectacle

A Polish immigrant applied for a UK driving licence, but first he had to go for an eye test. 

The optician showed him a card with the letters ‘CZWIXNOSTACZ’.

“Can you read this?” asked the optician.

“Read it? The Polish chap replied, “I know him”.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

And Every Creeping Thing that Creeps upon the Earth       John Queenborough                                      

Readers may recall that in my opening comments in the first issue of the Morley Mirror I suggested that no subject was taboo. Well, true to my word, I have chosen to discuss the most taboo subject of them all, religion, as I’m sure many of you will agree. Many emotions are aroused at the very mention of the word and to me that is where the fascination lies. I will try to remain as neutral as possible, but as I don’t know what I am going to say in the middle or the end of this piece, I’m not so sure.

Perhaps we could start by mentioning the teleological argument which expresses the theory that the world was created by a designer (aka God) as it consists of order, pupose,  beauty in nature and the complexity of it all. How could we have all these things if there was no designer. Well Darwin knocks a big hole in that argument by expounding the theory of Natural Selection, where only the fittest and healthiest of the species would survive and those characteristics would become part of a new generation of species. Even after publishing his paper Darwin remained a deeply religeous man.

However, even Darwin would not have been able to present his theory if it had not been for the presence of the ozone layer, a barrier just the right thickness to prevent death to all living things. How did that get there and why? Did it just appear by chance or was it ‘designed’ for a specific purpose? These examples are philosophical arguments and of course there are many more, both for and against the existence of God, but the one that intrigues me most is evolution. Some of you may think, what has evolution got to do with religion . Darwin seemed to think it had, having spent a lot of time coming to terms  with what he had found out in his studies and how it impinged on his religious beliefs. He was mindful of the impact his published works would have on the Church, and how right he was, being depicted in cartoons as a man in a gorilla’s body. He was pilloried by all and sundry.

If Darwin was such a religious man , suely he would have remembered at some stage in his deliberations  the story of Noah, who reputedly led the animals into the Ark two by two, after their kind.  Of course, many people would dismiss this account as utter piffle, but why did Noah repeat after each example “after their kind”? Was it because the designer had some knowledge of DNA? I’m sure he would have, being omniscient.

All living things are grouped into families such as the crow and the jay, both entirely different in appearance but belonging to the same family (Genus). It would have been asking a lot of Noah to cram every species into the ark, so God asked him to pick a species from every family (after their kind) which would reduce the numbers significantly but would, at the same time, ensure the continuity of that family. This is where the Darwinian Theory comes unstuck. Why did the author of Genesis speciffically emphasise “after their kind”? Any ideas? As space is limited I have not been able to explain fully the significance of what I am talking about, possibly because I am unsure. Perhaps an interested reader can respond in the next issue of the Morley Mirror.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

From the Editor

Following publication of Issue No. 2 of the Morley Mirror, in which Parish Councillor John Last aired his views on the traffic damage being caused to both the metalled surface and the verges in Church Lane, a complaint was received by a member of the Parish Council. The gentleman who complained resented the inference that the damage was being caused by those who have applied unsuccessfully over the past two years to develop their plots of land in Lower Church Lane in a variety of ways. Although the gentleman received an apology from the councillor there is none forthcoming from me, as Editor of the Mirror, for two reasons. Firstly although I rejoice in the title Edtor, I am in fact no more than the typist, compiler and printer of articles sent to me by contributors, articles which, unless they are in my opinion libelous, are reproduced exactly as received. Secondly, John Last was saying what some of the residents in Church Lane feel, i.e some of the damage to the verges in the lane appears to be caused by the deliberate driving of vehicles off the roadway by some vehicle owners.

What the new owners of land in the fields between Church Lane and Stanley should realise and accept is that the residents who object to their plans are doing no more than trying to protect their patch in much the same way that they would, presumably, protect theirs. Over the past fifty years or so there has been many attempts to develop land in Church  Lane and if, with the help of the local councils, the residents had not objected to them, Lower Church Lane would have been home to one, or all of, - a storage facilty for caravans, an estate of bungalows, an opencast coal mine and a refuse landfill site. 

In objecting to those plans, as with the large crop of current ones, we have voiced our concerns to the appropriate planning authorities as is our right and, fortunately from our point of view, so far they have agreed with our concerns and refused any development. At no time have we resorted to underhand activities or become involved in personal abuse directed at applicants and, until recently, none has been directed at us. Sadly, however, some residents lately have been on the receiving end of considerable verbal abuse, even veiled threats, from some, and I stress some, of the more recent land owners
I like to think that it is everyone’s right to apply to improve their plot and for others to have an equal right to object, all through the proper channels. If one or all of the recent applications is eventually given council approval, I, for one, will accept the decision with (reasonably!) good grace. I hope possible rejections will be similarly accepted.

There are eight existing properties in Lower Church Lane and only with considerable good-will between the residents has the lane been able to cope with the modern traffic demands of service vehicles, farm vehicles and residents cars. The selling of land has now increased the number of vehicles considerably and although many of the new drivers show the necessary care and respect, if at least five new developments were allowed the traffic situation on the single track lane would become intolerable.

It has been said that the verges in Church Lane are lacking in interest and contain little more than beds of nettles. Yes we have nettles in abundance but to anyone who has the time to stroll, rather than drive, down the lane I say, “Count how many wild flowers you see, Can you see the fifty-odd species listed elsewhere in this issue? Look particularly for our very own Dusky Cranesbill, which in spite of everything, continues to thrive on our verges”.

Recently I traced my ancesters  back to 1750 and all of them lived within a mile of my home in Church Lane. I feel particularly sad that the fields in which they worked and the tracks along which they walked for so many years are now becoming barred to me and mine.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

There are Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics. 
Allan Draycott.  Clerk to Morley Parish Council

I'm not sure whether everyone is aware of this, but in 2007 the Parish Council created an internet Web Site, www.morleyparishcouncil.com. This Web Site gives information on the Councillors, the work of the Parish Council and quite a lot of background information on the village and the various businesses and organisations that occupy it. Right, that's the advert bit of this article finished with, now let's get down to business.

After the first year of operation, we were able to pull off a lot of statistics relating to this web site; information such as the number of times it was accessed (known as hits) and where those hits came from etc. All very interesting and very helpful in letting us know how successful it has been. So far, so good.

Now comes the crunch. When you look at this statistical information you see that, in the year, the web site had 8798 hits. However, 6710 (or 75%) of these originated from America and only 891 came from within the UK. Streuth, we must be popular in the USA. We even had a hit from South Korea !

It also comes out that the most popular day for access was 20th December and the day of the week that received the most hits was Wednesday. The conclusion is that it must have been raining on Wednesday 20th December in America and North Korea. I wonder if it really was.

Lastly, you can access the internet by keying in a single name or phrase. The internet will then, hopefully, pick up any web site that has reference to that name. So if you key in Morley, the internet will throw up any web site that has a reference to Morley.

On the popularity stakes, as well as Morley and Morley Parish Council, 6 hits were made using the name Eileen and 6 hits were made on Knight. The name Twigge was hit 4 times and the name Blackthorne (whoever that is) was accessed 3 times. Queenborough received "nil point" and Chrissie Hall and even Daykin were left at the post. Draycott probably received minus 3 (if that were possible).This all goes to prove that Eileen Knight is by far the most popular person in Morley with Andy Twigge and someone called Blackthorne not far behind. The rest of us, well we might as well concede defeat here and now. 

It just goes to show that statistics can be used to prove almost anything you want them to.
Actually, joking apart, the web site has been a big success and if you want any information on Morley it is well worth a visit. Don't forget, it is www.morleyparishcouncil.com
…………………………………………………………………………………………

Men on the Verge!    Chrissie Hall  - Chair. Morley Parish Council
Over the last few months parishioners may have noticed ‘men on the verge’ and  a large white van loitering around our village.  Let me explain :

We undertook a Parish Appraisal a while ago and many parishioners responded suggesting some sort of planting scheme to add interest and beauty to the village.  When Erewash Borough Council made money available to Parish Councils for certain types of capital expenditure we made an application to carry out a planting scheme and our bid was successful.

We invited estimates and proposals from contractors and accepted one submitted by Mark Toms, a local landscape gardener, which he created using his own considerable local knowledge, postcode database and by referring to the 2000 Ecological Survey which identified varieties and locations of wild flower, shrubs and trees already established in the Parish. 

The scheme was then approved by the Highways Department who granted a ‘Cultivation Licence’ for Mark to do this work to verges owned by the local authority, and they also advised regarding location, visibility etc. The Cultivation Licence also ensures that the verge mowing carried out by the local authority is adjusted at specific locations to allow the species time to thrive and seed.  The mowing programme for visibility will not be affected as the planting is not close to the highway.  The planting will provide interest and colour in the parish at various times throughout the year, and will complement the existing flora, provide food and habitat for local wildlife, and by careful selection of native species and locating them in the best possible areas, the planting will benefit the local ecology now and in the future.

The majority of the planting (around 4000 items) will take place along the A608 and on Church Lane.  The wide verges and banks on both sides of the A608 travelling into Morley from Derby around the ‘40’ sign and up to the steep field access on the left have been planted with white and red campion, rough hawkbit, field scabious, yarrow, oxeye daisies, great burnet, cowslips, 100 harebells (by the Morley sign) and tansy (on the bank by the field access).  On the right hand side of the A608 at this location Mark has planted mountain ash (rowan) field maple (colour in the autumn) silver birch, wild cherry, common buckthorn, field rose, dog rose, (flowers and late berries) hazel, blackthorn (very early blossom)  guelder rose and dogwood.  Although some of these are designed to enhance the wildlife some species have been protected with rabbit guards.

Further along the A608 on the right hand side travelling towards Heanor planting has taken place on the wide verge and in the ditch between the flashing 40 sign and the entrance to Morley Hayes.  Species include cowslips, dropwort, two types of vetch, oxeye daisies, primroses,  yarrow, field scabious, golden rod (wild variety, smaller than the garden plant) greater knapweed, meadow cranesbill, vetchling, white campion, red clover, rough hawkbit, and stitchwort (in the shade towards the back of the verges).

Further along by the layby on the right, travelling towards Heanor, Mark has planted moisture loving species in the ditch.  Yellow iris, marsh woundwort, water avens (a reddish bonnet type flower) purple loosestrife, devils bit scabious, marsh valerian, ragged robin and marsh marigold.

In Church Lane planting has taken place in the stretch of grass verge backed by the stone wall on the left side of the lane after the access drive to the church/retreat and around the area where the steps cut up to the retreat groundsThe plants in this lovely location include primroses, betony, great burnet, greater stitchwort, hedge woundwort, red campion and wood forget-me-not.  Mark noted that foxglove, lords and ladies, thistles and red campion already grow here.

This completes phase one of the scheme.  Phase two is due to take place in the late summer and will involve native species bulb planting.  Look out for more ‘men on the verge!’ ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

VILLAGE SHOW

Morley School Association for the 8th successive year are organising a village show, and are really hoping that parents and children from school as well as the village and local community get involved and take part.

The show will take place in school on Saturday 13th September and we hope to build on last year’s record number of entries and visitors.

The Parish Council have once again kindly donated some cash prizes.

Full details of the classes are given in the programme which has been distributed around the village and is available from school or myself.

Even if you don’t grow vegetables you should find a class where you can show off your talents!!

All proceeds as usual, will go to the school association, which continues to provide those extras that help make school life even more enjoyable and fulfilling for our children.

The junior section is open to anyone under 16years old and includes a number of baking categories.  

Children in school are practising a dancing display and weather permitting other activities will take place on the playground together with refreshments.

This is a great opportunity for the school and community to come together and enjoy a “tradition” that is slowly disappearing so please think about getting involved.

EXHIBIT, VISIT or buy some produce at the auction.

Dawn Lockwood

Tel 07799061177

………………………………………………………………………….

June update on Morley Crossing News                   Catherine Allsop

Coordinator of the community appeal for a pedestrian crossing for Morley.
On May 14th Derbyshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Environmental Services, Mr Brian Lucas, Area Traffic and Safety Officer, Mr Mike Hawkins and Mrs Carol Hart, County Councillor for Morley, came to Morley Primary School for a site visit with regard to the campaign for a pedestrian crossing and road speed restrictions on the A608. Members of the Parish Council, School governors, Head teacher, PTA members and the working party for the appeal all met to discuss the community’s requests and the possible solutions. 

 The official confirmation that Morley can indeed have a puffin crossing was given by Brian Lucas.  The crossing will be installed at the beginning of 2009 when new budget allocations become available. If monies can be found within this year the scheme is classed as a ‘high’ priority and will take precedence on the reserve list. Written confirmation has now been received by the Head Teacher from Ian Stephenson Strategic Director at County Hall.

The road speed of the A608 will be reduced to 30mph through the Smithy and 40mph up to the S bends at Broomfield, remaining at 50mph past Morley Hayes. This reduction will be on an 18 month initial trial and will be implemented this summer.

Morley has been given permission to rail the pavement from the Three Horse Shoes down to the position of the Puffin crossing to protect pedestrians from the traffic. The cost of this will be £5,600. Carol Hart has given the first £1,000, the school is actively fund raising and generous benefactors mean that this work should be completed before next spring. 

The width of the pavement is sufficient, but the vegetation overgrowing the path way is limiting its full use, so the members of the working party are in consultation with the Parish Council and Erewash Council to get this effectively maintained.

The school is buzzing with excitement with the news that finally a pedestrian crossing is to be installed. The difference these changes to road safety will make to all users of the building will be immense. There is talk of reinstating the former main entrance to the school and revamping the garden area to enable pedestrians and vehicles visiting the school to be more safely segregated.  There is a real feeling of a ‘spring clean’ and renewed vigour to the school and great credit goes to our new head teacher, Miss Marsland for her enthusiasm and dedication to her new ‘family’ of children, parents, staff and community users of the building. She will certainly be keeping the PTA on their toes fund raising for all these improvements!!

A huge amount of work has been undertaken by volunteer members of the working party for this appeal.  Four months of great team work has brought this successful outcome for the community to enjoy. THANK YOU to everyone, Ian Stephenson, all at County Hall, all the Councillors, the local constabulary,  all school staff, all parents, all community residents who have helped us along the way, THANK YOU. 

The young children crossing the road each day will be the ones who benefit most from your efforts and what price is that?

Morley Retreat  and  Conference House

It's surprising what a well-kept secret the Retreat House is amongst even some quite local people. Just follow the (shiny new) driveway beyond the Church and you will stumble across the former Rectory - built shortly after its predecessor burnt to the ground in 1745 - standing in five acres of grounds. It's an elaborate Georgian building with numerous Victorian additions. In 1959 a block of 24 single bedrooms was added and it became the Retreat House for the Diocese of Derby. Further development took place forty years later when a large Chapel was added on the ground floor and separate Staff accommodation constructed.

The centre now offers a fully catered, residential conference facility for individuals and groups of up to 40 people. Most come from churches and charities spread right across the country - the easy road, rail and air links make this an ideal location for national groups as well as those closer to home. If you want to get an idea of some of the things we offer, do take a look at our website www.morleyretreat.co.uk and if you think there is something that we can do for you, please feel free to get in touch.

As 2009 fast approaches, we are starting to think about how we might celebrate our 50th anniversary. If you have any stories, pictures or memorabilia from the 200 year period when this was Morley Rectory, we would love to hear from you.

Jeff Witts, Warden
Morley Retreat & Conference House

T 01332 831293 E morleyretreat@btconnect.com
…………………………………………………………………………………………

Local Police Contact
Parishioners who would like to contact our local Police Officer or Police Community Support Officer can do so by email at the addresses below.
russell.crooks.2136@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

or by telephone on 01332 831315

…………………………………………………………………………………………

William Vallis

William (Will, Bill or Billy) Vallis died in Derbyshire Royal infirmary on                        May 15th 2008 and following a service in Morley Church he was buried in the churchyard on May 23rd. Will was born in Morley 76 years ago at Park Farm and has farmed there for many years. Our condolences go to his sisters  Enid and Betty and all other members of his family.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Exotic new resident for Morley Moor                        Mo Hickling

For the past three weeks, Morley Moor has had been making the acquaintance of a colourful extrovert who has taken up residence in the neighbourhood. The word went out one Saturday morning - 

"Have you seen him?"  "He's on the Lane."
A beautiful peacock had appeared as if out of thin air.

Great head scratching over where he'd come from. No one locally had lost one. The RSPCA weren't worried - apparently they often wander away from home for a few days.

He seems to have settled down into a regular routine, roosting in one of the gardens, tapping on the patio door when he thinks it's time to eat, then disappearing at the end of the week but returning on Monday morning. Is he living a double life? Has he a second home somewhere?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Historical Morley.                                                            John Green

How many people, here in Morley, are aware of the buildings and items of historical interest around them? I, for one, wasn’t! We all know about the Church and Almshouses, but do you know any others? At a recent Parish Council Meeting it was revealed that we have 16 entries in the Erewash list. Below is some information taken from the English Heritage and Erewash web sites. I have added the Ordinance Survey grid references so you could go out and find the more difficult ones like mileposts!.

Listed buildings are graded to show their relative importance:

· Grade I buildings are those of exceptional interest 

· Grade II* are particularly important buildings of more than special interest 

· Grade II are of special interest, warranting every effort to preserve them

There are 370,000 or so  entries currently protected by listing, and of those by far the majority - over 92% - are Grade II.  Grade I and II* buildings may be eligible for English Heritage grants for urgent major repairs. Each building is considered against a set of national criteria as follows:

 All buildings before 1700 which survive in anything like their original condition. Most buildings of 1700 to1840, though selection is necessary. Between 1840 and 1914 only buildings of definite quality and character, including the principal works of the principal architects. Buildings that are less than 30 years old, if they are of outstanding quality and under threat. As well as this we have other antiquities that are protected by the same scheme. The list of Morley is as follows:-

Houses Nos 5 & 6 The Croft GV II (SK3912342439)

Church Farmhouse, Church Lane. GV II, (SK3952640915)

Church of St Matthew, GV I (SK3966440934)

Churchyard Cross GV II (SK3967240919)

Mausoleum west of St Matthew's Church GV II* (SK3962940938)

The Recreation Room (formerly listed as Tithe Barn and Dovecote and now a private residence) GV II* (SK3967540956)

Barn to north of the Recreation Room, Church Lane. GV II (SK3969540964)

The Village Cross, Church Lane GV II (SK3959140890)

The Retreat House(formerly listed as The Rectory) GV II (SK3969640881)

Morley Almshouses (formerly listed as Almshouses on the Moor) GV II (SK3865641301)

Mile Post at OS 389 401 GV II (SK3890040100)

Morley House Farm, Mansfield Road, GV II (SK3936241112)

Mile Post at OS 394 416 GV II (SK3940041400)

Morleymoor Farmhouse. Off Morley Road. GV II (SK3906242245)

Gateway, attached retaining wall and garden seat at Morley Manor, Morley Road. GV II (SK4010442568)

Quarry Farmhouse, Quarry Road. GV II (SK3868542477)

As well as the above “The Moated Mound” Morley, is a scheduled Ancient Monument. Morley in general is a “Conservation Area”, We are very lucky to live here! Why not have a second look?

                                        ……………………………

The ‘Moated Mound’ has always been known locally as ‘The Tootle’. Does any reader know how this name came about? Ed.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Church Lane, Lime Lane and Broomfield.                                        John Last

The views expressed in this article are mine. If anyone takes exception to them please direct criticism to me at j.last06@hotmail.com. Why do I start with such a statement? Due to the fact that my article in the winter edition of the Morley Mirror attracted a criticism, directed to the Parish Council to the effect that a was trying to stir up a war between the residents and non resident landowners down Church Lane. I thought the article was factual. You can judge for yourself!


That said, lets move on to what has been happening in the Church Lane, Lime Lane and Broomfield area, so far as I am aware. As always planning problems persist.A number of homeowners want to increase their living space. The Parish Council have not raised any objections to any of the plans but the planners are proving more difficult to persuade. I believe that the equestrian development at Ferrriby Cottage has been suspended pending resolution of planning issues. Its to be hoped good sense prevails and that they are resolved, and that the planners allow some extensions to be built to avoid homeowners in the parish having to look elsewhere to meet their accommodation needs.


Whilst on planning, the excellent work done by the School Crossing Action Group in relation to the provision of a Puffin crossing, appears to have had a knock-on benefit as the County Council have agreed to lower the speed limit on the A608 to 40mph on the section from the Smithy to the junction with Church Lane. The Broomfield students also appear to have been successful in getting a reduction to 40mph in the vicinity of the College. Both Action Groups deserve our highest praise. perhaps they would now like to take on the issue of the 60mph limit down what i know as "donkeys hollow". Although the late sam marshall told me my understanding was wrong. Drivers approaching the pinch point from both directions seem to regard it as a matter of pride to get though the gap without having to stop, resulting in numerous screeching breaks. When the issue was last raised with them the action group foamed to try and get the counsel to recognize the potential problem was told, in all seriousness, by the County Council that nothing would be done until there was a fatality. 
The litter problem on Church Lane and Lime Lane was improved by the Council having a sweep. however a few weeks ago the junction of Church Lane and Lime Lane looked like it had hosted a giant's wedding as newspaper was scattered around like confetti. Fortunately those responsible had also discarded a Costa coffee bag which proved very useful in the clean-up operation


The results of the tree felling of lower Church Lane is now evident as the "tunnel" that used to provide a somewhat intimidating entrance has now been largely eradicated as light streams in as you walk down the lane past the ponds, although 2 dead, and 1 half dead tree were missed in this section. However the 6 dead trees at the top of Church Lane and at the junction with Lime Lane remain to be felled. it can only be hoped that the various agencies get there acts together before high winds cause havoc or worse. 


On a positive note the verges down lower Church Lane have not been damaged in recent months and are now in full bloom with a vast array of wild flowers. Those readers who fail to understand what all the fuss is about relating to the planning issues on lower Church Lane should take half an hour to walk down the lane. Park at the church, take five minutes to enjoy the solitude of the church yard and pay respect to the village residence who's last resting place it is, now joined by Will Vallis of Park Farm who passed away on 15th May aged 76, then walk down the lane as far as Spring Oak Farm. whatever the weather you wont regret it.
Church  Lane Flora                      Sylvia Green and Marie Hopkins

Although we spend much of our time bird-watching in the lane we also take great interest in the profusion of wild flowers that grow on the lane’s verges and in the hedgerows. Recently the Morley Mirror Editor challenged us to find thirty different types of flower in the section of the lane from Donkeys’ Hollow to Moses Lane, so armed with notepaper, pencil end wild flower books we set about the task and in no time at all we had exceeded the target and as you will see from, the following list we eventually recorded fifty two varieties.

Moschatel

Dusky Cranesbill

Vetch

Greater Stitchwort
Lesser Stitchwort

Campion

Herb Robert

Buttercup


Celandine

Daisy


Lords and Ladies

Cow Parsley

Jack by the Hedge
Bryony



Thistle

Woody Nightshade
Yellow Deadnettle

White Deadnettle

Dandelion

Rosebay Willowherb

Shepherd’s Purse

Bistort


Hop



Lamb’s Tongue

Speedwell

Fox Glove


Water Figwort

Comfrey

Hawkbit



Sow Thistle

Garden Chervil

Cinquefoil


Clover

Knapweed

Colt’s Foot


Groundsel

Ragwort

Hartstongue


Bracken

Horsetail

Bind Weed


Russian Vine

Ladysmock

Burdock


Garlic Mustard

Broadleaf Dock

Red Deadnettle


Great Willowherb

Marsh Willowherb 
Violet



Woodruff

Forget me not

In the next Morley Mirror we will list all the wild birds we see in the lane.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Morley Evergreens’ Summer Cruise                                         Gill Bailey

On Wednesday June 11th a coach load of Morley Evergreens and friends

set off at 10am on a lovely day to enjoy a boat cruise on the river Trent at Nottingham. We boarded our boat and set off to enjoy the sights along the river banks and  an informative commentary of Nottingham’s river history. The football stadium dominated the bank. 

We had a leisurely meal on board with copious cups of  tea or coffee. With convivial company and a friendly crew we had a most relaxing two and a half hours. 

Don’t forget our trip to Skegness on Wednesday 6th August 2008. Members £7. non members £10. Contact Kath Davis on 880719 or me on 882473.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
Good News from Almshouses Lane

We told you in the last Morley Mirror that Edie Wiseman was in Babbington Hospital at Belper recovering from a broken leg.

Edie is now back home and making good progress. During her time away,  Edie’s home has had something of a makeover inasmuch as the kitchen and bathroom have been revamped to make them more user friendly.

Edie’s daughter Rosemary, who lives away, took charge of the project during visits to Morley and she received considerable local assistance from Mo and Mick Hickling. Edie is reported to be delighted with the new arrangements.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Morley Womens’ Institute                                                           Beryl Toms

Morley W.I. will be pleased to see any visitors at the forthcoming meeting:-

July 8th   Smile Please, Say Cheese with M Rogerson.

Special Events:-

June 26th   10-30am to 12-30pm. Coffee Morning at 47 Brackley gate (home of Margaret and Jim Parish)

 Proceeds for the Rainbow Hospice and the W.I.

August 23rd  Garden Party at Keeper’s Cottage, Belper Road, Stanley Common. Starting at 2pm.

Proceeds to the Rainbow Hospice and the W.I.

N.B. The date of the Garden Party has changed from that previously given.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Correspondence

Dear Sir

I have been fortunate in the past two weeks to be present at two events in Morley. The first was a concert in Morley Church  when Prospect-us, a group of singers, put on a first class programme of songs to suit all tastes. The second was the Church  Garden Party on the Retreat House lawn, which was equally enjoyable and very well attended. Sadly the audience for the church concert was made up from the choir’s family and friends and the Church Social Committee only. The attendance at the Garden Party was also in the main made up of people from outside the village. What a pity that so many Morley residents missed out.

The Garden Party is one of the very few events in the village which allows residents to meet together and have a natter and although illness and holidays accounted for some absentees, the lack of support from the village for both events must have been extremely disappointing for the hard-working committee members and helpers who staged the events. The Church is without question the jewel in Morley’s crown but it is an expensive building to maintain. You don’t have to be a ‘Church-goer’ to help the Church people to raise the necessary  funds. 

Come on Morley residents, get behind the people who are putting on entertainment for your pleasure.

                                                                                                      Old Grumpy

Yesterday

We met and married a long time ago.

We worked long hours when wages were low.

No telly, no wireless, no bath—times were hard.

Just a cold water tap and a walk up the yard.

No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors. 

We put coal on the fire and never locked doors.

Our children arrived to fill in those days. 

And we brought them up without ‘State Aid’.

They were quite safe to play in the street and the park.

And the old folks could go for a walk in the park.

No valium, no drugs no L.S.D.

We cured most of our ills with a good cup of tea. 

If you were sick, you were treated at once. 

No “Fill in a form and come back in six months.”

No vandals or muggings, we’d nothing to rob.

We felt quite rich with a couple of bob!

People were happy in those far-off days.

Kinder and caring in so many ways. 

Milkmen and paper boys would whistle and sing.

A night at the pictures was our only mad thing. 

We all had our share of trouble and strife.

We just had to face it, as the pattern of life.

But now I’m quite old, I look back through the years.

I don’t think of the bad times, the trouble and tears.

I remember the blessings, our home and our love.

And that we shared them together. I thank God above.

Author unknown.

………………………………………………………………………….

The deadline for articles and news items for inclusion in the Autumn Issue of the Morley Mirror is September 5th 2008 but where ever possible submissions should be made well before this date. Text only please as we don’t have room as yet for photographs or graphics.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
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Morley Parish Council

Communication from the Chair.              John Queenborough

By now every household in the Parish should have received a copy  of the Approved Parish Plan. The reasons for the production of the plan are set out in the introduction, so there is no reason for me to repeat its value. However there has been one or two dissenting voices. Some people are of the opinion that the whole excercise has been a waste of time and money. It is to those people that I offer the following explanation. 

Morley Parish Council started  the project with a Parish Appraisal which cost in the region of £300. This was funded out of the parish precept, that means that Morley parishoners paid for it through the Council Tax system.You may also have noticed that the parish rate has remained relatively stable for a number of years now. This has been possible, mainly by the windfall of £4,000 which the Parish Council received as a result of negotiating access across the Common Land on Morley Moor.

The appraisal has been a valuable tool for the Parish Council in finding out what residents need. 

The comment was “Waste of time”. Waste of time for whom? I am sure that the volunteers who took part did not think that they were wasting their time. Presumably they would not have taken part if they had.

“Waste of public money” is echoed around the country every minute of the day and most of the time with good reason, with government to local councils being the main recipients of those accusations. 

It is too early to tell whether or not the document was a waste of money. It depends largely what the ‘Higher Authority’ does with it. Only time will tell.

I can only explain how you personally, through your pocket, will be affected. 

The cost of producing the plan was acquired through the DALC, so no direct cost to you at this point. But it is still public money and it has to come from somewhere. Quite true, but it is spread over many thousands of people in much the same way as many other grants, so you are contributing, but the amount is infinitessimal. If the Morley PC had provided the funds the cost to a Band D property would have been an extra £6 on the parish rate. 

I hope that this explanation helps the dissenters, and I hope that anyone who has a question on parish finances and how we spend your money, will please ring me or any councillor or write to the Morley Mirror.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

FLY-TIPPING 

Derbyshire County Council are using new techniques in forensic science to trace and catch fly-tippers. If you spot rubbish dumped in your area, or see someone fly-tipping please ring Derbyshire County Council on 08456 048 058 to report it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
MORLEY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION – NEWS

Dawn Lockwood       Secretary Morley School Association

During the spring we held two very successful events

Friday 28th March  at Morley Hayes was the date for our Barn Dance.  All tickets were sold and the dancing and food were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. Many thanks to Andrew Allsop for providing the meal and use of the Pavillion facilities.

On Thursday 20th March, after school had ended, we had our celebration of Easter event.  There were competitions for decorated eggs, cards, hats and a chocolate making, treasure hunt plus lots more.

SUMMER FAYRE

We are now looking forward to our Summer Fayre. This will take place at 3.30pm at school on Friday 27th June  All the usual stalls will be available plus an opportunity to “SOAK” Mr Jackson.  This was very popular with the children this year.  Do come along and join in the fun.  We haven’t had a good response to our  hunt for raffle prizes this year, so if you can help by donating a prize, and supporting the school please give me a ring.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Your local Amber Valley MP                                                              JudyMallaber

Your local Erewash MP                                                                       Liz Blackman

Your local County Councillor                                                                  Carol Hart

Your local Borough  Councillor                                                           Eileen Knight

Your Parish Councillors

Chrissie Hall                      Chair.                                                          01332 881795
John Queenborough         Vice-chair.                                                   01332881927

Tony Daykin                                                                                           01332 880180

Andy Twigge                                                                                           01332 831157                 

Mo Hickling                                                                                            01332 832537

John Last                                                                                                01332 834703

Alan Draycott                         Clerk                                                      0115 9324796

…………………………………………………………………………………………

The Morley Mirror is a free news sheet produced and edited on behalf of Morley Parish Counci by Ken Hopkins, Kimberley House, Church Lane, Morley. Derbys. DE7 6DE          Telephone 01332 831676           Email kenandmarie@btinternet.com 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
NB The views and opinions expressed in the Morley Mirror are those of the authors of the articles contained in it, and not those of the Editor/publisher unless so stated.

…………………………………………………………………………………
Brackley Gate News                                             Councillor   John Queenborough    

Those of you who have walked down Lower Brackley Gate will have noticed some remedial work being carried out to the road surface on the steep section adjacent to Peter Kana’s house. I have been informed that the repairs are for safety reasons only and will be kept to a minimum. I suggested to the DCC officers that any repairs to that section would encourage through traffic which no-one wants, not even the County Council. I asked them to consider the erection of a bollard just below Peter’s entrance and redesigning the road as a bridleway with vehicular access. They agreed to talk to their solicitors to see if that was viable.

I have received many complaints relating to mountain bikers in Moor Woods, particularly as they are building structures  as a necessary part of that sport. I have written to Erewash Borough Council Enforcement Officers asking them to take another look at the problem on the grounds of disturbance to a wildlife site, unauthorised development and safety.

I have been asked to investigate the reasons for the felling of three large oak trees  adjacent to the golf course in Moor Woods.

Congratulations to Kath and David Hardman, newcomers to Brackley Gate, who scooped the first prize at Crufts for the Heel Work to Music event. They also won first prize for for the international event  representing Great Britain  and followed that up the following day by being interviewed on Good Morning TV. I refer of course to their three collies, which I believe are known as Dancing Dogs. It appears that Kath and David are carrying on the tradition  of winning prizes with our canine friends at No. 1. Many of you will recall my quivering pen reporting in the Parish Magazine the exploits of Sedge, a former incumbent  at the kennels there, who used to take the shows by storm – literaly. I can report that Sedge is still fit and well although a bit long in the tooth. He is still able to give his usual greeting by pinning you to the floor. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Doggy Poos
On a ‘sour’ note,  Mark Toms and his staff, when planting wild flowers, shrubs and trees, found many deposits of dog excrement on some of the Morley verges, which made planting rather unpleasant.   To ensure the best possible survival rate for our plants, and to comply with the law regarding this problem, would dog walkers, on reading this, please remember to clean up after their pets in future.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

What a Spectacle

A Polish immigrant applied for a UK driving licence, but first he had to go for an eye test. 

The optician showed him a card with the letters ‘CZWIXNOSTACZ’.

“Can you read this?” asked the optician.

“Read it? The Polish chap replied, “I know him”.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

And Every Creeping Thing that Creeps upon the Earth       John Queenborough                                      

Readers may recall that in my opening comments in the first issue of the Morley Mirror I suggested that no subject was taboo. Well, true to my word, I have chosen to discuss the most taboo subject of them all, religion, as I’m sure many of you will agree. Many emotions are aroused at the very mention of the word and to me that is where the fascination lies. I will try to remain as neutral as possible, but as I don’t know what I am going to say in the middle or the end of this piece, I’m not so sure.

Perhaps we could start by mentioning the teleological argument which expresses the theory that the world was created by a designer (aka God) as it consists of order, pupose,  beauty in nature and the complexity of it all. How could we have all these things if there was no designer. Well Darwin knocks a big hole in that argument by expounding the theory of Natural Selection, where only the fittest and healthiest of the species would survive and those characteristics would become part of a new generation of species. Even after publishing his paper Darwin remained a deeply religeous man.

However, even Darwin would not have been able to present his theory if it had not been for the presence of the ozone layer, a barrier just the right thickness to prevent death to all living things. How did that get there and why? Did it just appear by chance or was it ‘designed’ for a specific purpose? These examples are philosophical arguments and of course there are many more, both for and against the existence of God, but the one that intrigues me most is evolution. Some of you may think, what has evolution got to do with religion . Darwin seemed to think it had, having spent a lot of time coming to terms  with what he had found out in his studies and how it impinged on his religious beliefs. He was mindful of the impact his published works would have on the Church, and how right he was, being depicted in cartoons as a man in a gorilla’s body. He was pilloried by all and sundry.

If Darwin was such a religious man , suely he would have remembered at some stage in his deliberations  the story of Noah, who reputedly led the animals into the Ark two by two, after their kind.  Of course, many people would dismiss this account as utter piffle, but why did Noah repeat after each example “after their kind”? Was it because the designer had some knowledge of DNA? I’m sure he would have, being omniscient.

All living things are grouped into families such as the crow and the jay, both entirely different in appearance but belonging to the same family (Genus). It would have been asking a lot of Noah to cram every species into the ark, so God asked him to pick a species from every family (after their kind) which would reduce the numbers significantly but would, at the same time, ensure the continuity of that family. This is where the Darwinian Theory comes unstuck. Why did the author of Genesis speciffically emphasise “after their kind”? Any ideas? As space is limited I have not been able to explain fully the significance of what I am talking about, possibly because I am unsure. Perhaps an interested reader can respond in the next issue of the Morley Mirror.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

From the Editor

Following publication of Issue No. 2 of the Morley Mirror, in which Parish Councillor John Last aired his views on the traffic damage being caused to both the metalled surface and the verges in Church Lane, a complaint was received by a member of the Parish Council. The gentleman who complained resented the inference that the damage was being caused by those who have applied unsuccessfully over the past two years to develop their plots of land in Lower Church Lane in a variety of ways. Although the gentleman received an apology from the councillor there is none forthcoming from me, as Editor of the Mirror, for two reasons. Firstly although I rejoice in the title Edtor, I am in fact no more than the typist, compiler and printer of articles sent to me by contributors, articles which, unless they are in my opinion libelous, are reproduced exactly as received. Secondly, John Last was saying what some of the residents in Church Lane feel, i.e some of the damage to the verges in the lane appears to be caused by the deliberate driving of vehicles off the roadway by some vehicle owners.

What the new owners of land in the fields between Church Lane and Stanley should realise and accept is that the residents who object to their plans are doing no more than trying to protect their patch in much the same way that they would, presumably, protect theirs. Over the past fifty years or so there has been many attempts to develop land in Church  Lane and if, with the help of the local councils, the residents had not objected to them, Lower Church Lane would have been home to one, or all of, - a storage facilty for caravans, an estate of bungalows, an opencast coal mine and a refuse landfill site. 

In objecting to those plans, as with the large crop of current ones, we have voiced our concerns to the appropriate planning authorities as is our right and, fortunately from our point of view, so far they have agreed with our concerns and refused any development. At no time have we resorted to underhand activities or become involved in personal abuse directed at applicants and, until recently, none has been directed at us. Sadly, however, some residents lately have been on the receiving end of considerable verbal abuse, even veiled threats, from some, and I stress some, of the more recent land owners
I like to think that it is everyone’s right to apply to improve their plot and for others to have an equal right to object, all through the proper channels. If one or all of the recent applications is eventually given council approval, I, for one, will accept the decision with (reasonably!) good grace. I hope possible rejections will be similarly accepted.

There are eight existing properties in Lower Church Lane and only with considerable good-will between the residents has the lane been able to cope with the modern traffic demands of service vehicles, farm vehicles and residents cars. The selling of land has now increased the number of vehicles considerably and although many of the new drivers show the necessary care and respect, if at least five new developments were allowed the traffic situation on the single track lane would become intolerable.

It has been said that the verges in Church Lane are lacking in interest and contain little more than beds of nettles. Yes we have nettles in abundance but to anyone who has the time to stroll, rather than drive, down the lane I say, “Count how many wild flowers you see, Can you see the fifty-odd species listed elsewhere in this issue? Look particularly for our very own Dusky Cranesbill, which in spite of everything, continues to thrive on our verges”.

Recently I traced my ancesters  back to 1750 and all of them lived within a mile of my home in Church Lane. I feel particularly sad that the fields in which they worked and the tracks along which they walked for so many years are now becoming barred to me and mine.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

There are Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics. 
Allan Draycott.  Clerk to Morley Parish Council

I'm not sure whether everyone is aware of this, but in 2007 the Parish Council created an internet Web Site, www.morleyparishcouncil.com. This Web Site gives information on the Councillors, the work of the Parish Council and quite a lot of background information on the village and the various businesses and organisations that occupy it. Right, that's the advert bit of this article finished with, now let's get down to business.

After the first year of operation, we were able to pull off a lot of statistics relating to this web site; information such as the number of times it was accessed (known as hits) and where those hits came from etc. All very interesting and very helpful in letting us know how successful it has been. So far, so good.

Now comes the crunch. When you look at this statistical information you see that, in the year, the web site had 8798 hits. However, 6710 (or 75%) of these originated from America and only 891 came from within the UK. Streuth, we must be popular in the USA. We even had a hit from South Korea !

It also comes out that the most popular day for access was 20th December and the day of the week that received the most hits was Wednesday. The conclusion is that it must have been raining on Wednesday 20th December in America and North Korea. I wonder if it really was.

Lastly, you can access the internet by keying in a single name or phrase. The internet will then, hopefully, pick up any web site that has reference to that name. So if you key in Morley, the internet will throw up any web site that has a reference to Morley.

On the popularity stakes, as well as Morley and Morley Parish Council, 6 hits were made using the name Eileen and 6 hits were made on Knight. The name Twigge was hit 4 times and the name Blackthorne (whoever that is) was accessed 3 times. Queenborough received "nil point" and Chrissie Hall and even Daykin were left at the post. Draycott probably received minus 3 (if that were possible).This all goes to prove that Eileen Knight is by far the most popular person in Morley with Andy Twigge and someone called Blackthorne not far behind. The rest of us, well we might as well concede defeat here and now. 

It just goes to show that statistics can be used to prove almost anything you want them to.
Actually, joking apart, the web site has been a big success and if you want any information on Morley it is well worth a visit. Don't forget, it is www.morleyparishcouncil.com
…………………………………………………………………………………………

Men on the Verge!    Chrissie Hall  - Chair. Morley Parish Council
Over the last few months parishioners may have noticed ‘men on the verge’ and  a large white van loitering around our village.  Let me explain :

We undertook a Parish Appraisal a while ago and many parishioners responded suggesting some sort of planting scheme to add interest and beauty to the village.  When Erewash Borough Council made money available to Parish Councils for certain types of capital expenditure we made an application to carry out a planting scheme and our bid was successful.

We invited estimates and proposals from contractors and accepted one submitted by Mark Toms, a local landscape gardener, which he created using his own considerable local knowledge, postcode database and by referring to the 2000 Ecological Survey which identified varieties and locations of wild flower, shrubs and trees already established in the Parish. 

The scheme was then approved by the Highways Department who granted a ‘Cultivation Licence’ for Mark to do this work to verges owned by the local authority, and they also advised regarding location, visibility etc. The Cultivation Licence also ensures that the verge mowing carried out by the local authority is adjusted at specific locations to allow the species time to thrive and seed.  The mowing programme for visibility will not be affected as the planting is not close to the highway.  The planting will provide interest and colour in the parish at various times throughout the year, and will complement the existing flora, provide food and habitat for local wildlife, and by careful selection of native species and locating them in the best possible areas, the planting will benefit the local ecology now and in the future.

The majority of the planting (around 4000 items) will take place along the A608 and on Church Lane.  The wide verges and banks on both sides of the A608 travelling into Morley from Derby around the ‘40’ sign and up to the steep field access on the left have been planted with white and red campion, rough hawkbit, field scabious, yarrow, oxeye daisies, great burnet, cowslips, 100 harebells (by the Morley sign) and tansy (on the bank by the field access).  On the right hand side of the A608 at this location Mark has planted mountain ash (rowan) field maple (colour in the autumn) silver birch, wild cherry, common buckthorn, field rose, dog rose, (flowers and late berries) hazel, blackthorn (very early blossom)  guelder rose and dogwood.  Although some of these are designed to enhance the wildlife some species have been protected with rabbit guards.

Further along the A608 on the right hand side travelling towards Heanor planting has taken place on the wide verge and in the ditch between the flashing 40 sign and the entrance to Morley Hayes.  Species include cowslips, dropwort, two types of vetch, oxeye daisies, primroses,  yarrow, field scabious, golden rod (wild variety, smaller than the garden plant) greater knapweed, meadow cranesbill, vetchling, white campion, red clover, rough hawkbit, and stitchwort (in the shade towards the back of the verges).

Further along by the layby on the right, travelling towards Heanor, Mark has planted moisture loving species in the ditch.  Yellow iris, marsh woundwort, water avens (a reddish bonnet type flower) purple loosestrife, devils bit scabious, marsh valerian, ragged robin and marsh marigold.

In Church Lane planting has taken place in the stretch of grass verge backed by the stone wall on the left side of the lane after the access drive to the church/retreat and around the area where the steps cut up to the retreat groundsThe plants in this lovely location include primroses, betony, great burnet, greater stitchwort, hedge woundwort, red campion and wood forget-me-not.  Mark noted that foxglove, lords and ladies, thistles and red campion already grow here.

This completes phase one of the scheme.  Phase two is due to take place in the late summer and will involve native species bulb planting.  Look out for more ‘men on the verge!’ ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

VILLAGE SHOW

Morley School Association for the 8th successive year are organising a village show, and are really hoping that parents and children from school as well as the village and local community get involved and take part.

The show will take place in school on Saturday 13th September and we hope to build on last year’s record number of entries and visitors.

The Parish Council have once again kindly donated some cash prizes.

Full details of the classes are given in the programme which has been distributed around the village and is available from school or myself.

Even if you don’t grow vegetables you should find a class where you can show off your talents!!

All proceeds as usual, will go to the school association, which continues to provide those extras that help make school life even more enjoyable and fulfilling for our children.

The junior section is open to anyone under 16years old and includes a number of baking categories.  

Children in school are practising a dancing display and weather permitting other activities will take place on the playground together with refreshments.

This is a great opportunity for the school and community to come together and enjoy a “tradition” that is slowly disappearing so please think about getting involved.

EXHIBIT, VISIT or buy some produce at the auction.

Dawn Lockwood

Tel 07799061177

………………………………………………………………………….

June update on Morley Crossing News                   Catherine Allsop

Coordinator of the community appeal for a pedestrian crossing for Morley.
On May 14th Derbyshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Environmental Services, Mr Brian Lucas, Area Traffic and Safety Officer, Mr Mike Hawkins and Mrs Carol Hart, County Councillor for Morley, came to Morley Primary School for a site visit with regard to the campaign for a pedestrian crossing and road speed restrictions on the A608. Members of the Parish Council, School governors, Head teacher, PTA members and the working party for the appeal all met to discuss the community’s requests and the possible solutions. 

 The official confirmation that Morley can indeed have a puffin crossing was given by Brian Lucas.  The crossing will be installed at the beginning of 2009 when new budget allocations become available. If monies can be found within this year the scheme is classed as a ‘high’ priority and will take precedence on the reserve list. Written confirmation has now been received by the Head Teacher from Ian Stephenson Strategic Director at County Hall.

The road speed of the A608 will be reduced to 30mph through the Smithy and 40mph up to the S bends at Broomfield, remaining at 50mph past Morley Hayes. This reduction will be on an 18 month initial trial and will be implemented this summer.

Morley has been given permission to rail the pavement from the Three Horse Shoes down to the position of the Puffin crossing to protect pedestrians from the traffic. The cost of this will be £5,600. Carol Hart has given the first £1,000, the school is actively fund raising and generous benefactors mean that this work should be completed before next spring. 

The width of the pavement is sufficient, but the vegetation overgrowing the path way is limiting its full use, so the members of the working party are in consultation with the Parish Council and Erewash Council to get this effectively maintained.

The school is buzzing with excitement with the news that finally a pedestrian crossing is to be installed. The difference these changes to road safety will make to all users of the building will be immense. There is talk of reinstating the former main entrance to the school and revamping the garden area to enable pedestrians and vehicles visiting the school to be more safely segregated.  There is a real feeling of a ‘spring clean’ and renewed vigour to the school and great credit goes to our new head teacher, Miss Marsland for her enthusiasm and dedication to her new ‘family’ of children, parents, staff and community users of the building. She will certainly be keeping the PTA on their toes fund raising for all these improvements!!

A huge amount of work has been undertaken by volunteer members of the working party for this appeal.  Four months of great team work has brought this successful outcome for the community to enjoy. THANK YOU to everyone, Ian Stephenson, all at County Hall, all the Councillors, the local constabulary,  all school staff, all parents, all community residents who have helped us along the way, THANK YOU. 

The young children crossing the road each day will be the ones who benefit most from your efforts and what price is that?

Morley Retreat  and  Conference House

It's surprising what a well-kept secret the Retreat House is amongst even some quite local people. Just follow the (shiny new) driveway beyond the Church and you will stumble across the former Rectory - built shortly after its predecessor burnt to the ground in 1745 - standing in five acres of grounds. It's an elaborate Georgian building with numerous Victorian additions. In 1959 a block of 24 single bedrooms was added and it became the Retreat House for the Diocese of Derby. Further development took place forty years later when a large Chapel was added on the ground floor and separate Staff accommodation constructed.

The centre now offers a fully catered, residential conference facility for individuals and groups of up to 40 people. Most come from churches and charities spread right across the country - the easy road, rail and air links make this an ideal location for national groups as well as those closer to home. If you want to get an idea of some of the things we offer, do take a look at our website www.morleyretreat.co.uk and if you think there is something that we can do for you, please feel free to get in touch.

As 2009 fast approaches, we are starting to think about how we might celebrate our 50th anniversary. If you have any stories, pictures or memorabilia from the 200 year period when this was Morley Rectory, we would love to hear from you.

Jeff Witts, Warden
Morley Retreat & Conference House

T 01332 831293 E morleyretreat@btconnect.com
…………………………………………………………………………………………

Local Police Contact
Parishioners who would like to contact our local Police Officer or Police Community Support Officer can do so by email at the addresses below.
russell.crooks.2136@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

or by telephone on 01332 831315

…………………………………………………………………………………………

William Vallis

William (Will, Bill or Billy) Vallis died in Derbyshire Royal infirmary on                        May 15th 2008 and following a service in Morley Church he was buried in the churchyard on May 23rd. Will was born in Morley 76 years ago at Park Farm and has farmed there for many years. Our condolences go to his sisters  Enid and Betty and all other members of his family.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Exotic new resident for Morley Moor                        Mo Hickling

For the past three weeks, Morley Moor has had been making the acquaintance of a colourful extrovert who has taken up residence in the neighbourhood. The word went out one Saturday morning - 

"Have you seen him?"  "He's on the Lane."
A beautiful peacock had appeared as if out of thin air.

Great head scratching over where he'd come from. No one locally had lost one. The RSPCA weren't worried - apparently they often wander away from home for a few days.

He seems to have settled down into a regular routine, roosting in one of the gardens, tapping on the patio door when he thinks it's time to eat, then disappearing at the end of the week but returning on Monday morning. Is he living a double life? Has he a second home somewhere?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Historical Morley.                                                            John Green

How many people, here in Morley, are aware of the buildings and items of historical interest around them? I, for one, wasn’t! We all know about the Church and Almshouses, but do you know any others? At a recent Parish Council Meeting it was revealed that we have 16 entries in the Erewash list. Below is some information taken from the English Heritage and Erewash web sites. I have added the Ordinance Survey grid references so you could go out and find the more difficult ones like mileposts!.

Listed buildings are graded to show their relative importance:

· Grade I buildings are those of exceptional interest 

· Grade II* are particularly important buildings of more than special interest 

· Grade II are of special interest, warranting every effort to preserve them

There are 370,000 or so  entries currently protected by listing, and of those by far the majority - over 92% - are Grade II.  Grade I and II* buildings may be eligible for English Heritage grants for urgent major repairs. Each building is considered against a set of national criteria as follows:

 All buildings before 1700 which survive in anything like their original condition. Most buildings of 1700 to1840, though selection is necessary. Between 1840 and 1914 only buildings of definite quality and character, including the principal works of the principal architects. Buildings that are less than 30 years old, if they are of outstanding quality and under threat. As well as this we have other antiquities that are protected by the same scheme. The list of Morley is as follows:-

Houses Nos 5 & 6 The Croft GV II (SK3912342439)

Church Farmhouse, Church Lane. GV II, (SK3952640915)

Church of St Matthew, GV I (SK3966440934)

Churchyard Cross GV II (SK3967240919)

Mausoleum west of St Matthew's Church GV II* (SK3962940938)

The Recreation Room (formerly listed as Tithe Barn and Dovecote and now a private residence) GV II* (SK3967540956)

Barn to north of the Recreation Room, Church Lane. GV II (SK3969540964)

The Village Cross, Church Lane GV II (SK3959140890)

The Retreat House(formerly listed as The Rectory) GV II (SK3969640881)

Morley Almshouses (formerly listed as Almshouses on the Moor) GV II (SK3865641301)

Mile Post at OS 389 401 GV II (SK3890040100)

Morley House Farm, Mansfield Road, GV II (SK3936241112)

Mile Post at OS 394 416 GV II (SK3940041400)

Morleymoor Farmhouse. Off Morley Road. GV II (SK3906242245)

Gateway, attached retaining wall and garden seat at Morley Manor, Morley Road. GV II (SK4010442568)

Quarry Farmhouse, Quarry Road. GV II (SK3868542477)

As well as the above “The Moated Mound” Morley, is a scheduled Ancient Monument. Morley in general is a “Conservation Area”, We are very lucky to live here! Why not have a second look?

                                        ……………………………

The ‘Moated Mound’ has always been known locally as ‘The Tootle’. Does any reader know how this name came about? Ed.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Church Lane, Lime Lane and Broomfield.                                        John Last

The views expressed in this article are mine. If anyone takes exception to them please direct criticism to me at j.last06@hotmail.com. Why do I start with such a statement? Due to the fact that my article in the winter edition of the Morley Mirror attracted a criticism, directed to the Parish Council to the effect that a was trying to stir up a war between the residents and non resident landowners down Church Lane. I thought the article was factual. You can judge for yourself!


That said, lets move on to what has been happening in the Church Lane, Lime Lane and Broomfield area, so far as I am aware. As always planning problems persist.A number of homeowners want to increase their living space. The Parish Council have not raised any objections to any of the plans but the planners are proving more difficult to persuade. I believe that the equestrian development at Ferrriby Cottage has been suspended pending resolution of planning issues. Its to be hoped good sense prevails and that they are resolved, and that the planners allow some extensions to be built to avoid homeowners in the parish having to look elsewhere to meet their accommodation needs.


Whilst on planning, the excellent work done by the School Crossing Action Group in relation to the provision of a Puffin crossing, appears to have had a knock-on benefit as the County Council have agreed to lower the speed limit on the A608 to 40mph on the section from the Smithy to the junction with Church Lane. The Broomfield students also appear to have been successful in getting a reduction to 40mph in the vicinity of the College. Both Action Groups deserve our highest praise. perhaps they would now like to take on the issue of the 60mph limit down what i know as "donkeys hollow". Although the late sam marshall told me my understanding was wrong. Drivers approaching the pinch point from both directions seem to regard it as a matter of pride to get though the gap without having to stop, resulting in numerous screeching breaks. When the issue was last raised with them the action group foamed to try and get the counsel to recognize the potential problem was told, in all seriousness, by the County Council that nothing would be done until there was a fatality. 
The litter problem on Church Lane and Lime Lane was improved by the Council having a sweep. however a few weeks ago the junction of Church Lane and Lime Lane looked like it had hosted a giant's wedding as newspaper was scattered around like confetti. Fortunately those responsible had also discarded a Costa coffee bag which proved very useful in the clean-up operation


The results of the tree felling of lower Church Lane is now evident as the "tunnel" that used to provide a somewhat intimidating entrance has now been largely eradicated as light streams in as you walk down the lane past the ponds, although 2 dead, and 1 half dead tree were missed in this section. However the 6 dead trees at the top of Church Lane and at the junction with Lime Lane remain to be felled. it can only be hoped that the various agencies get there acts together before high winds cause havoc or worse. 


On a positive note the verges down lower Church Lane have not been damaged in recent months and are now in full bloom with a vast array of wild flowers. Those readers who fail to understand what all the fuss is about relating to the planning issues on lower Church Lane should take half an hour to walk down the lane. Park at the church, take five minutes to enjoy the solitude of the church yard and pay respect to the village residence who's last resting place it is, now joined by Will Vallis of Park Farm who passed away on 15th May aged 76, then walk down the lane as far as Spring Oak Farm. whatever the weather you wont regret it.
Church  Lane Flora                      Sylvia Green and Marie Hopkins

Although we spend much of our time bird-watching in the lane we also take great interest in the profusion of wild flowers that grow on the lane’s verges and in the hedgerows. Recently the Morley Mirror Editor challenged us to find thirty different types of flower in the section of the lane from Donkeys’ Hollow to Moses Lane, so armed with notepaper, pencil end wild flower books we set about the task and in no time at all we had exceeded the target and as you will see from, the following list we eventually recorded fifty two varieties.

Moschatel

Dusky Cranesbill

Vetch

Greater Stitchwort
Lesser Stitchwort

Campion

Herb Robert

Buttercup


Celandine

Daisy


Lords and Ladies

Cow Parsley

Jack by the Hedge
Bryony



Thistle

Woody Nightshade
Yellow Deadnettle

White Deadnettle

Dandelion

Rosebay Willowherb

Shepherd’s Purse

Bistort


Hop



Lamb’s Tongue

Speedwell

Fox Glove


Water Figwort

Comfrey

Hawkbit



Sow Thistle

Garden Chervil

Cinquefoil


Clover

Knapweed

Colt’s Foot


Groundsel

Ragwort

Hartstongue


Bracken

Horsetail

Bind Weed


Russian Vine

Ladysmock

Burdock


Garlic Mustard

Broadleaf Dock

Red Deadnettle


Great Willowherb

Marsh Willowherb 
Violet



Woodruff

Forget me not

In the next Morley Mirror we will list all the wild birds we see in the lane.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Morley Evergreens’ Summer Cruise                                         Gill Bailey

On Wednesday June 11th a coach load of Morley Evergreens and friends

set off at 10am on a lovely day to enjoy a boat cruise on the river Trent at Nottingham. We boarded our boat and set off to enjoy the sights along the river banks and  an informative commentary of Nottingham’s river history. The football stadium dominated the bank. 

We had a leisurely meal on board with copious cups of  tea or coffee. With convivial company and a friendly crew we had a most relaxing two and a half hours. 

Don’t forget our trip to Skegness on Wednesday 6th August 2008. Members £7. non members £10. Contact Kath Davis on 880719 or me on 882473.

…………………………………………………………………………………………
Good News from Almshouses Lane

We told you in the last Morley Mirror that Edie Wiseman was in Babbington Hospital at Belper recovering from a broken leg.

Edie is now back home and making good progress. During her time away,  Edie’s home has had something of a makeover inasmuch as the kitchen and bathroom have been revamped to make them more user friendly.

Edie’s daughter Rosemary, who lives away, took charge of the project during visits to Morley and she received considerable local assistance from Mo and Mick Hickling. Edie is reported to be delighted with the new arrangements.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Morley Womens’ Institute                                                           Beryl Toms

Morley W.I. will be pleased to see any visitors at the forthcoming meeting:-

July 8th   Smile Please, Say Cheese with M Rogerson.

Special Events:-

June 26th   10-30am to 12-30pm. Coffee Morning at 47 Brackley gate (home of Margaret and Jim Parish)

 Proceeds for the Rainbow Hospice and the W.I.

August 23rd  Garden Party at Keeper’s Cottage, Belper Road, Stanley Common. Starting at 2pm.

Proceeds to the Rainbow Hospice and the W.I.

N.B. The date of the Garden Party has changed from that previously given.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Correspondence

Dear Sir

I have been fortunate in the past two weeks to be present at two events in Morley. The first was a concert in Morley Church  when Prospect-us, a group of singers, put on a first class programme of songs to suit all tastes. The second was the Church  Garden Party on the Retreat House lawn, which was equally enjoyable and very well attended. Sadly the audience for the church concert was made up from the choir’s family and friends and the Church Social Committee only. The attendance at the Garden Party was also in the main made up of people from outside the village. What a pity that so many Morley residents missed out.

The Garden Party is one of the very few events in the village which allows residents to meet together and have a natter and although illness and holidays accounted for some absentees, the lack of support from the village for both events must have been extremely disappointing for the hard-working committee members and helpers who staged the events. The Church is without question the jewel in Morley’s crown but it is an expensive building to maintain. You don’t have to be a ‘Church-goer’ to help the Church people to raise the necessary  funds. 

Come on Morley residents, get behind the people who are putting on entertainment for your pleasure.

                                                                                                      Old Grumpy

Yesterday

We met and married a long time ago.

We worked long hours when wages were low.

No telly, no wireless, no bath—times were hard.

Just a cold water tap and a walk up the yard.

No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors. 

We put coal on the fire and never locked doors.

Our children arrived to fill in those days. 

And we brought them up without ‘State Aid’.

They were quite safe to play in the street and the park.

And the old folks could go for a walk in the park.

No valium, no drugs no L.S.D.

We cured most of our ills with a good cup of tea. 

If you were sick, you were treated at once. 

No “Fill in a form and come back in six months.”

No vandals or muggings, we’d nothing to rob.

We felt quite rich with a couple of bob!

People were happy in those far-off days.

Kinder and caring in so many ways. 

Milkmen and paper boys would whistle and sing.

A night at the pictures was our only mad thing. 

We all had our share of trouble and strife.

We just had to face it, as the pattern of life.

But now I’m quite old, I look back through the years.

I don’t think of the bad times, the trouble and tears.

I remember the blessings, our home and our love.

And that we shared them together. I thank God above.

Author unknown.

………………………………………………………………………….

The deadline for articles and news items for inclusion in the Autumn Issue of the Morley Mirror is September 5th 2008 but where ever possible submissions should be made well before this date. Text only please as we don’t have room as yet for photographs or graphics.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

